
Social networking websites 
are very important to the 
everyday life of preteens, 
like me, living in modern 

day society. In my opinion, these 
sites can be good or bad. At 
my school, everybody has an 
Instagram account because it’s 
the “in” thing to do and lets us 
communicate quickly with our 
friends. If one of my friends 
is going shopping or getting 
something new, I might tell them 
to post pictures on Instagram so 
that I can see their buys. I might 

comment something like “cute!” on a picture of their new 
shirt or “ur so pretty :)” on a picture of their new hairstyle. 
Comments like these reassure the person who’s posting that 
they can feel confident in that shirt the next day, or that the 
hairstyle looks good.

On the other hand, when preteens and teens don’t get 
enough likes on a photo or don’t have enough people 
following them, it can make them feel unpopular or unliked, 
and may make them lose confidence. I think this can lead 
the confident people to be mean to the less confident 
people because they feel cooler and more popular. Also, 
there is the issue of cyberbullying. When you are on a 
website there is a possibility that 
someone can call you names or say 

I t has taken us many fits and starts 
to arrive at the delicate, imperfect 
balance that is our family’s rules 
around the use of technology. 

Our earliest strategy was holding off 
on purchasing personal electronics for 
Amani until long past the time when most 
of her classmates had them. This strategy 
had the disadvantage of us being known 
(by Amani) as the meanest parents in 
town, but it did delay her descent into 
juvenile PDA addiction by at least three 
glorious years! She played outside, 
participated in household conversations, 
cured her boredom with drawing, reading, 
room-rearranging, some TV, bike-riding, 
and time with friends and family.

Amani received her first iPod from a doting aunt when she 
was 10 years old. We were delighted to see her so happy, 
but failed to appreciate the rabbit hole we were all about to 
dive into. We did not set enough limits at first and within a 
year, every waking hour was spent on the iPod—listening to 
music, playing games, and being distracted from schoolwork, 
family interactions, and chores. We finally had to take the 

iPod away to reassess what exactly would be our rules and 
limits. When we gave it back, we allowed no more than two 
hours per day of total screen time from Monday through 
Friday, which included use of the iPod, TV, computer and 
video. There was also no screen time while there was 
homework to be done. We decided to be (a bit) more flexible 
during the weekends. We did not realize how tempting it 
would be for our daughter to goof off on the computer. We 
also didn’t consider the clever ways 
she would discover to disguise 

Parenting in the Age of Digital Technology 
by Erica Webber

Preteen Advice to Parents
by Talia Appel-Bernstein

(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 9)
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Director’s Note

Invest!
by Judy Appel, Executive Director

Y 
ou have probably noticed that this newsletter has a fresh look. This 
is part of an exciting new chapter for Our Family Coalition that 
represents more than a new face. It represents our growth as your 
LGBTQ family organization. Why now? It is in part because we are 
growing up. We are working with and reaching more families, more 

educators, more of the public than ever before. It was time that our brand 
reflected this maturity.

Our board and staff have worked collectively over the past six months to help 
guide the future of OFC. We have adopted a new mission statement, along 
with a vision and theory of change, and have unveiled our new “look” or brand, 
which you can see in our new website (www.ourfamily.org), our enewsletter and 
this newsletter. All of this helps us better share our vision with you, our closest 
partners, and with the world that is waiting for the change we seek.

I have talked before about how LGBTQ families are the next frontier of 
recognition and acceptance. The majority of Californians, especially here in the 
Bay Area, seem to support our right to marry. While many of us find that we are 
living our lives without having to think about being queer families for many among 
us that is not true. And our kids still experience the dual realities of living in queer 
families in a heteronormative world. Most people, when they look to their lives, 
see an arc from childhood to dating to marriage to children and then to old age. 
For years the LGBTQ community has fought to be free to date who we want, and 
we have won that right. Now, those who choose to, have the right to marry here 
in California and in 15 other states. Yet our families are still seen as anomalies. 
We need to be seen as equal in having and raising kids alongside our straight 
counterparts. (So those kids can eventually take care of us in our old age!)

We ask you to invest with us. Invest your energy in making your school more 
LGBTQ welcoming and inclusive. Invest your time getting your kids together with 
other LGBTQ families so that they see themselves reflected in the world around 
them. Invest your reputation by having the courage to talk openly with those 
you know about your family, your relationship if you have one, and your kids if 
you have them. And invest your resources by donating to Our Family Coalition. 
When you do, you are investing in a future of full equity for all families. 

Mission Our Family Coalition advances equity for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) families with children through support, 
education, and advocacy.

Vision We seek to create an inclusive and just world where all LGBTQ 
families with children have visibility and opportunities to thrive as valued 
participants in our schools, institutions, and communities.

Theory of change Our Family Coalition brings a unique and 
progressive voice of families to the LGBTQ movement. We cultivate 
community-based leadership among LGBTQ families and strong 
partnerships with our allies in California, to advance social justice and 
make our nation a more respectful and inclusive place for all.

Check Our Family Coalition’s New Mission
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We had a blast doing the 
Monster Mash at OFC’s 
Annual LGBTQ Family Halloween Bash. 
We made creepy cups of gummy worm 
dirt, painted balloon pumpkins, and 
strutted our stuff down the Halloween 
costume runway. New and old families 
met at our biggest Halloween yet! 

Our Family Coalition’s New Website 
www.ourfamily.org
Find upcoming events, workshop registrations, blog posts, forums,  
up-to-date resources, a sponsor spotlight and more! 

Connect with our families today!

•	 Join the community: register online 

•	 Read our new blog: www.ourfamily.org/blog

•	 Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ourfamilycoalition

Halloween  
Monster Mash

OCT

26
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Letter from Karl Fleischman
Many of you have heard by now, while 18-year-
old Sasha Fleischman slept while riding a bus 
through Oakland on Nov 4, 2013, a 16-year-old 
high school student set fire to their skirt. Sasha 
awoke to flames consuming their legs that 
caused second and third-degree burns. Our 
heart breaks for Sasha and their family as they 
continue to recover from this untranslatable 
trauma and to try to understand the 
motivations behind such senseless attack: Was 
Sasha targeted for wearing a skirt? If so, was 
the young attacker solely motivated to hurt another youth simply because they 
expressed themselves in non-traditional ways? What is our role, as parents and 
community members, to educate our own children to celebrate a rich variety of 
gender/human expression? As a community, can we find ways to turn heartbreak 
into hopefulness? 

Amidst such suffering, the family experienced an outpouring of support, monetary 
and moral, from every corner of the nation. The incident and the community 
support have been picked up by media outlets around the world, and the 
mainstream press has covered Sasha’s agender identity and chosen use of the 

“they” pronoun, raising awareness around the need to expand limiting concepts 
of gender. Many of us have been deeply touched by this case, so close to 
home, both geographically and in the potential for violence against agender/
transgender/gender queer youth. The biggest lesson, though, came in the form 
of a compassionate open letter from Sasha’s dad. In it, he reminds us all that we, 
too, can perhaps prevent such attacks in the future by teaching our own kids to 
celebrate their unique selves. The following is an except from his letter:

… I wanted to take this time to send thanks to everyone who has offered words 
of support and love … I can’t tell you how moved we have all been by the 
outpouring of loving kindness, and how helpful that has been. 

I also wanted to address how to talk to your kids about this incident… [An] 
aspect of this story that has gotten a lot of attention is the fact that Sasha was 
wearing a skirt, “even though” Sasha appears to be a boy. The fact is, Sasha 
self-identifies as “agender” and prefers the pronouns “they,” “them,” and 
“their” when people refer to Sasha in the third person. (English doesn’t have 
commonly used gender-neutral third-person singular pronouns yet.) Being 
agender simply means that the person doesn’t feel they are “either a boy or a 
girl.” I realize this is a concept that even adults have difficulty wrapping their 
heads around. (My wife and I frequently slip up in our pronoun usage, much 
to Sasha’s chagrin!) So I can’t pretend that it’s an issue that all young children 
will grasp. But what they certainly can and should understand is that different 
people like different things. Different people dress or behave or look differently. 
And that’s a GOOD thing. Sasha feels comfortable wearing a skirt. It’s part of 
their style. They also frequently sport a necktie and vest. Sasha likes the look, 
and frankly, so do I. It makes me smile to see Sasha being Sasha.

…[N]one of us can know the mind of the kid who lit a flame to Sasha’s skirt. 
But I have a feeling that if he had seen Sasha’s skirt as an expression of another 
kid’s unique, beautiful self, and had smiled and thought, “I hella love Oakland,” 
I wouldn’t be writing this now. 

Again, many thanks for all of your love and kindness. Let’s all take care of each 
other.

— Karl Fleischman

New Staff
Mitali Purkayastha  
Family Engagement 
Associate

Mitali Purkayastha 
has been working 
internally and 
externally on queer 
liberation since 
2004. They came 
into Our Family 

Coalition through the Public Allies 
Program. Continuing a training 
in social justice leadership, 
Mitali connects their educational 
background of Child Psychology 
and Child Development with their 
political education process and 
strives to create a world that is 
inclusive of all families. As a young 
queer person of color whose 
ancestors descend from India and 
Bangladesh, Mitali is a community 
builder striving to create safe 
and intentional spaces for their 
community around the world. 

George Waskey  
Administrative Assistant
George was born 
and raised in 
Alaska. He attended 
high school at a 
boarding school 
in Oregon. After 
graduation, 
George attended 
college in Kansas for a couple 
of years, majoring in Computer 
Information Systems with an 
emphasis in Business. George 
has played piano since childhood 
and currently enjoys creating 
eletronica-techno music. 

Did you know…
Opponents of the School 
Success and Opportunity 
Act—Assembly Bill 1266— 
are trying to block students’ 
chances to succeed? Visit  
www.supportallstudents.org 
to take action to support 
students and families across 
the state!
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Register at www.ourfamily.org 
Help us prepare for childcare, accessibility, and language needs. No one is turned away for lack of funds.

thu 
Jan 9 
5:30–9

Gay Surrogacy Mini-Conference
SF LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market St., San Francisco
An overview of the various surrogacy options available for gay men will be discussed as well as a  
presentation by Men Having Babies about their Gay Parenting Assistance Program.

SAT 
Jan 11 
2–3:30

Everyone’s Story: Town Hall Conversation Part 2
Oakland Main Library, 125 14th St., Oakland
Learn how to make your school more welcoming and inclusive. Watch a Welcoming School lesson  
plan in action! Children highly encouraged to attend.

THU 
Jan 16 & 
Jan 23 
6–8

SF Adoption Workshops
SF LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market St., San Francisco
Jan 16: A facilitated discussion on how to deal with adoption and attachment. Jan 23: A discussion  
about LGBTQ families who choose to adopt kids who are medically fragile/differently abled.

SUN 
Jan 26
2

Gay Future Dads SF Discussion and Social Event
Dads and future dads are invited to start the year in the right frame of mind to consider all the ways to  
become a parent. RSVP for location at www.gayfuturedads.org

WED 
Jan 29 
THU 
Feb 6 
6–8

Understanding the Affordable Care Act
JAN 29: BANANAS, 5232 Claremont Ave, Oakland

FEB 6: SF LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market St., San Francisco
Get your questions answered about your health care options and Covered California.

SAT 
Feb 8 
TBA

Pups at Play! Año Nuevo Elephant Seal Walk
AÑo Nuevo State Reserve, New Years Creek Rd., Pescadero 
A guided tour of the largest mainland breeding colony in the world for the northern elephant seal.  
Pack a picnic lunch for after the tour. RSVP Required.

MON 
Feb 10 
6–8

Separating with Hearts and Smarts
Bananas, 5232 Claremont Ave., Oakland
This workshop is appropriate for people with or without kids who are in any stage of separation.  
Facilitated by local attorneys: Heba Nimr, Charles Spiegel, and Dylan Miles. 

Wed  
Feb 12 
6:30–8

Prospective Parent Potluck
BANANAS, 5232 Claremont Ave, Oakland
Network with other LGBTQ adults on the road to parenthood. This is a potluck, so please bring a dish to share!

THU 
Feb 20  
MON 
Feb 24 
6–8

2014 Taxes after DOMA
FEB 20: SF LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market St. 
FEB 24: BANANAS, 5232 Claremont Ave, Oakland
Did you become a domestic partner or get married before June 2013?  
Facilitated by Alma Soongi Beck, Esq., of The Beck Law Group, P.C. and Chris Kollaja, CPA, of A.L. Nella & Co.

SF

EB

SF

SF

SFEB

EB

EB

SF EB

Calendar
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Colors of Our 
Family: Transracial 
Adoption Series
African-American Hair I
Sun Feb 16 • 12–2
SF LGBT Community Center 
1800 Market St., SF
Explore the cultural and historical 
relevance of Black hair as it 
relates to your child’s self-esteem.

Examining White Privilege
Tue Feb 25 • 6–8
First Unitarian Church  
685 14th St., Oakland
A positive learning environment 
for challenging conversations 
around cultural understanding 
and racial justice.

African-American Hair II
Sun Mar 2 • 12–2
SF LGBT Community Center 
1800 Market St., SF
Get hands-on instruction and tips 
from trained professionals on how 
to care for your child’s hair.

Panel Presentation
Tue Mar 4 • 6–8
First Unitarian Church 
685 14th St., Oakland
Hear from transracially adopted 
adults about their experiences. 

Creating Community
Tue Mar 11 • 6–8
SF LGBT Community Center 
1800 Market St., SF
Lisa Marie Rollins facilitates how 
to create a supportive community 
for your child to thrive. 

Parents of Transracial 
Adoptees Speak Out
Tue Mar 18 • 6–8 
SF LGBT Community Center 
1800 Market St. SF 
A panel of white parents talking 
about race and adoption. 

ONGOING GROUPS 
1st

SAT

Jan 4 
Feb 1  
Mar 1
10–12

Shake, Rattle and Roll (ages 0-5)
Lotus Bloom Family Resource Center 
2008 Park Blvd., Oakland
An interactive movement and music playgroup.

four
SAT

Jan 4, 11, 18, 25
10–12

Born from the Heart
SF LGBT Community Center  
1800 Market St., SF
Four-week support group for those in the adoption 
process or considering adoption

every
TUE

Jan 7, 14, 21, 28  
Feb 4, 11, 18, 25 
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25
10–11:30

Parent-Child Playgroup (ages 0-5)
Lotus Bloom Family Resource Center 
2008 Park Blvd., Oakland
Interactive play and circle time.

eight
WED

Jan 8–Feb 26 
6-8

1–2–3 Magic:  
Surviving Your Adolescent! 
OFC Office, 1385 Mission St., Ste #340, SF
LGBTQ-focused eight-week parenting class for parents/
caregivers of youth ages 11–18. RSVP Required.

2nd
+4th
MON

Jan 13 & 27  
Feb 10 & 24 
Mar 10 & 24 
10–11:30

Parent-Child Playgroup (ages 0-5)
JAMaROO Kids, 2001 Pine St., SF
Interactive play and circle time.

3rd
WED

Jan 15 
Feb 19  
Mar 19 
5:30–7:30

Queer Family Night (ages 0-12)
Children’s Creativity Museum, 221 4th St., SF
Connect with other families while your kids enjoy age 
appropriate activities.

3rd
sat

Jan 18 
Feb 15 
Mar 15 
10–12

Transgender Parent Support Group 
SF LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market St., SF
For transgender parents or those considering 
parenthood and their partners 

1st
WED

Feb 5 
Mar 5
5:30–7:30

Mamas & Papas East Bay (ages 0-5)
Habitot Children’s Discovery Museum 
2065 Kittredge St., Berkeley
Your kids will play in the museum while adults chat. 

twelve
WED

Mar 5– 
May 21 
6–8

Positive Parenting Program
OFC Office, 1385 Mission St., Ste. #340, SF
LGBTQ-focused 12-week parenting class for parents/
caregivers of children ages 0–10. RSVP Required.

new

new

new

new



8 	 Our Family Coalition

LAW OFFICES OF 
LINDA M. SCAPAROTTI

Representation throughout Bay Area 
Offices in San Francisco and Oakland

linda@scaplaw.com
415-434-9600

OFC members: 10% discount or donation

 Documents Prepared for our Changing Legal Landscape 

I Love My Clients. I Love My Work.

3000 LGBT families and counting!

wills,  trusts, estate planning    
health care & financial powers of attorney

adoptions, donor & surrogacy agreements
marriage & domestic partnership

Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements

4

www.BayKidsMuseum.org/performances

January 11 – February 22

Specializing in developmentally appropriate dance, 
music, yoga, storytime & art classes for young 

children at over 100 preschools & daycares.

415-614-2001 | 
jamarookids.com



winter 2014 Newsletter	 9 

playing videos or going 
on YouTube as “looking up 

homework on School Loop” or “just listening to music.” 
Ultimately, we had to create additional ways to hold 
Amani accountable for following our family technology 
rules, such as leaving the door open to her room 
when she was studying and turning the computer off 
during chores.

When she was a little over 13, we finally relented 
and purchased her a cell phone. The phone, iPod, 
and social media (initially Facebook and texting, and later 
Instagram, SnapChat, Twitter, FaceTime, Tumblr, etc.) turned 
out to be a potent combination. If playing on the computer 
used to be tempting, then this new cyber combination was 
downright irresistible.

Two years later, the family inventory now includes multiple 
laptops, iPods, and PDA cell phones. We are still struggling 
to find a balance between offering a reasonable amount of 
freedom to our teen and not having our daughter constantly 
hooked up to electronics and social media. For now, we 
have settled on the following:

•	 No electronics until all schoolwork and basic household 
chores are done.

•	 No electronics after 9 pm, except the computer. The 
devices are handed in to us for safekeeping at that time. 
The computer can be used after 9 pm exclusively for 
school work and then only until 10 pm. We put parental 
controls on our family laptop that causes it to lock at that 
time.

•	 A daily limit on “screen time” during the school week. 

Of course, every child is different. For our teen, we have 
found that she still has a hard time balancing priorities and 
setting limits on social media, gaming, and TV—which is 
now available on her iPod (Thanks, Netflix!). As we begin 
to grant her more freedom, we still find ourselves ping-
ponging between controls that may be too confining for 
her age and controls that are too lax for Amani’s decision-
making and self-regulation capabilities.

When it comes to social media, for example, our family 
agreed to limit what was publicly viewable about Amani 

on Facebook. She was also required to “friend” both of 
her moms and provide us the login and password for her 
account. We discussed:

•	 What to do and how to handle any incidences of cyber-
bullying 

•	 Appropriate cyber etiquette, e.g., posting anonymous 
and/or negative comments about other people is just 
wrong and will not be tolerated

•	 Rules and limits for participating in chat rooms, which 
were not allowed at all for Amani as a preteen and early 
teen

•	 Being on the lookout for ill-intended cyber-
correspondents, who could be any age or gender in real 
life versus their cyber-personas.

The good news is that our family has not yet experienced 
any safety or bullying issues involving our daughter’s use 
of the Internet and social media. The bad news is that the 
danger remains real; we—especially Amani—must remain 
vigilant. Her ability to navigate social media and the Internet, 
has in many cases outstripped our capabilities as parents to 
monitor her usage. We are glad to have been preparing for 
this reality since her preteen years. 

With a lot of luck and a little parental foresight, Amani has 
already spent enough years practicing safe use of social 
media, the Internet, and personal digital devices to build 
a strong foundation for using devices responsibly without 
supervision. I hope that, supported by our transparency as 
parents about the “whys and wherefores” of our family’s 
technology use and limits, Amani has the information she 
needs to make good decisions about her own technology 
use, now and into her future. 

rude things to you online. I think 
that in most cases it is not as big 

of a problem as the press plays it up to be. 

Adults, like my moms, really worry about social media. They 
know that there is a chance that their kids might see a rude 
or inappropriate message and that is why they decide what 
age we should access certain social networks like Facebook 
and Twitter. Personally, I think that kids should be allowed 

to get social networking profiles when they are eleven or 
twelve, but it may be a bit much for kids ten and under. Most 
preteens quickly learn when to block somebody, who is safe 
to talk to, and what language to use online once we create 
our profiles. I understand parents want to keep us safe, so 
they keep an eye on what we do, but it is a violation of our 
privacy when they monitor us all the time. When a kid wants 
to get a social media account, I think the best thing is for the 
parents and kid to have a conversation and for the parents 
to weigh what the kid thinks. That’s what my moms did, and 
it worked out. 

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

Parenting in the Age … 

Preteen Advice … 

“Our teen still has a hard time 
balancing priorities and setting  
limits on social media and TV— 

which is now available on her iPod 
(Thanks, Netflix!).”
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Honorary Circle $1,000+
Andrew Parker-Rose  
& Flavio Epstein

Barak Ben-Gal  
& Massimo Prioreschi

EmKay & Lara Forest
Jerry & Sharon Appel
Lisa G. Haefele  
& Ardel Thomas

Community Circle  
$500-999
Ana Chairez & Jenny Rienzo
Bernice Tsai & Yu-Ling Chien
Brooke Russo  
& Tambria Turco

Brooke Shields  
& Deborah Wald

James Raycraft  
& Mark Bevan

Jennifer Dolan  
& Sara Ellefsen

Koko Lin & Margot Yapp
Norma & Vivienne Ming
Rachel Anderson  
& Sally McCoy

Robert-Jay Green  
& Holden Lee

Stan Yogi & David Carroll
Steve Disselhorst  
& Lorevic Rivera

Family Circle $250-499
Alvin Baum
Avi Rose & Ron Strochlic
Bob Hartnagel
Brendan Hayes  
& John Celenza

Brian Smith
Charles Spiegel

Chris Armijo
Chris Lahey  
& Catherine Teare

David Thompson  
& Luis Tamayo

Diana Buchbinder  
& Jeane Redsecker

Gail & Ralph Bernstein
Glenn Miya
Jean Marie Fichtenkort  
& Wendy Heffner

Jeff Byrne & Bruce Deming
Joan & Iris Starr
Joe Gillach
John Dickens
Julia & Sam Thoron
Kelly Acton
Mark Smigelski  
& Bruce Kikuyama

Mark Heitner
Matthew &  
Dr. Michael Behrens

Michael Baiad  
& Barry Chersky

Michael Ginther  
& James O’Donnell

Mike Schement
Nancy Davis  
& Donna Hitchens

Patricia Joanides
Sandra & John Fewer
Sandra Hernandez  
& Viviana Paredes

Stephanie Lee
Teresa Chiaverotti  
& Lisa Kadyk

Tracy Burt  
& Chagua Camacho-Olguin

Veta Jacqulin

Visionary

Teacher

Activist
DLK LawGroup PC 
East Bay Community Foundation 
Family Builders
Michael Ginther & Jim O’Donnell
Independent Adoption Center 
Jackson & Hertogs, LLP
Kaiser Permanente 
Mechanics Bank 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
Mosaic Event Management 
National Center for Lesbian Rights 
Pacific Fertility Services

Neighbor
AAA Northern California, Nevada  
& Utah Insurance Exchange 

Adams, Romer, and Stoeckenius LLP 
Alta Bates Medical Group 
Beacon Day School 
Michael Begert & Annette Clear 
Gail & Ralph Bernstein 
Black Pine Circle School 
Brandeis Hillel Day School 
Diana Buchbinder & Jeane Redsecker 
Camp Tawonga 
Michael Courville & Jorge Roman 
Kathleen Crandall,  
Better Homes & Gardens Realtor

Bruce Deming & Jeff Byrne 

Emily Doskow, Attorney and Mediator 

Bevan Dufty & Rebecca Goldfader 

East Bay Independent Schools Assn. 

David Feltman 

Fertility SOURCE Companies 

Robert Francoeur & Robert Pérez 

Gender Spectrum 

Goodwin Simon Strategic Research 

The Hamlin School 

Frederick Hertz 

Horizons Foundation 

Marin Country Day School 

McVey Mullery & Dulberg 

Out & Equal Workplace Advocates 

Pacific Reproductive Services 

James Raycraft & Mark Bevan 

Redwood Day School 

San Francisco Day School 

Linda Scaparotti, Esq. 

The Sperm Bank of California 

Charles Spiegel, Esq. 

Squat and Gobble 

Catherine Teare & Chris Lahey 

Sam & Julia Thoron, PFLAG SF 

Wald and Thorndal, PC

OUR DONORS 

NIGHT OUT Sponsors

Thank you to our many other donors who have given to Our Family Coalition this year.



winter 2014 Newsletter	 11 

Our Family Coalition advances equity 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer (LGBTQ) families with 
children through support, education, 
and advocacy.

Main Office
1385 Mission St., Ste. 340 
San Francisco, CA 94103  
415-981-1960 

East Bay office
401 Grand Ave., Ste. 400 
Oakland, CA 94610  
510-332-0496
www.ourfamily.org 

Board of Directors
Ali Michael Cannon Co-Chair

Ora Prochovnick Co-Chair

Cristy Chung Secretary

Vivienne Ming Treasurer

Christopher L. Armijo 
Diana Buchbinder 
Mike Courville 
James Kadleck 
Heather Freyer 
Jes Deborah Montesinos 
Jae Phoenix 
James Raycraft 
Amy Simon 
Amber Todd 
Stan Yogi

Staff
Judy Appel  
Executive Director
Naomi Bardoff  
Design & Communications Coordinator
Tarah Fleming  
Education Director
Jennifer Grant  
Office Manager
Robert Hurst  
Development Manager
Renata Moreira  
Policy & Communications Director
Rick Oculto  
Education Coordinator
Mitali Purkayastha
Family Engagement Associate
Cheryl Troup  
East Bay Program Coordinator
George Waskey
Administrative Assistant
Mark Yanez  
San Francisco Program Coordinator

Newsletter
Y. Day Designs Graphic Designer

book corner
It’s Okay To Be Different/ 
Esta Bien Ser Diferente (Spanish Version) 
“With his signature artistic style, featuring brightly 
colored, childlike figures outlined in heavy black, 
Parr shows readers over and over that just 
about anything goes. From the sensitive 
to the downright silly, kids of every shape, 
size, color, family makeup, and background 
will feel included in this gentle, witty 
book. In this simple, playful celebration 
of diversity and same-sex families, Parr 
doesn’t need to hammer readers over the 
head with his message.” (Ages 3 to 6)  

—Emilie Coulter 

Todd Parr is a New York Times Bestselling 
author and illustrator of over 40 children’s 
books. You can visit him online at  
www.toddparr.com. 

“Our Family, Our Voices” Screening
We hosted a screening of “Our Families, Our Voices” which 
was followed by an inspiring Q&A with project participants, 
and an interactive round table at the Rhino Theater in 
the Mission. The bilingual event was attended by 82 
community members and was a collaboration with El/La Para TransLatinas, 
Out4Immigration, Undocuworkforce SF, API Equality, and LYRIC. Questions 
were addressed regarding LGBTQ and immigrant family inclusion, as well as 
racial justice, and our collective struggle for human liberation. The feedback 
from attendees was overwhelmingly positive, pointing to the need for 
community spaces that allow for connection among organizations working 
to promote social justice causes. Participants also expressed gratitude and 
an interest in attending future round table discussions to generate next 
steps and solutions around immigrant and LGBTQ acceptance.
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